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" circumstances   of   the   country,  and   has   frequently
" exercised the power and authority so to do.

"That the said Sir Elijah Impey is therefore highly
" culpable and grossly criminal if ever he permitted the
'k rooted prejudices of the native inhabitants of Bengal,
" &c., [sic], to be shocked, their principles of government
" overset, their judges and magistrates disgraced, and
" their laws and religion violated by too strict an ad-
" herence to laws suited for another state of society,
" other manners and a different religion. That the said
" Sir Elijah Impey was still more grossly criminal if he
" permitted all this to be done from a rigid adherence to
" form and not to substance, to technical and minute
" niceties, and not to leading solid and essential princi-
" pies; and such a conduct if ever followed cannot be
<c ascribed to ignorance or error in judgment (if ignorance
ct in a Chief Justice could be an excuse), but must be
" ascribed to injustice, partiality, corruption, and an out-
" rageous lust for power and authority/'

If he had had to draw an indictment charging a school-
master with theft this writer would probably have said,
" The said A B frequently declared that honesty was the
cc best policy, and often made his pupils write down these
" words in their copy-books. If therefore it is proved
" that he himself feloniously stole, took and carried away
" five pounds he will appear to be highly culpable, and
" to have acted not from ignorance (if that could be any
" excuse in a schoolmaster), but from corrupt and dis-
cc honest motives and from an outrageous lust for money."

I will conclude by reference to one other matter,
namely, the way in which the history of the Patna
Cause is treated by James Mill, who has been regarded
as the principal authority on it. James Mill, by the